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Structure of fake news about COVID-19 in China

-Analysis using text mining method-
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[Abstract]

This thesis elucidates the overall structure of fake news related to COVID-19 in China through text mining. The study analyzed
806 pieces of information that the Chinese social media platform WeChat fact-checked and determined as fake news (from
January 2020 to December 2022). This paper reveals several aspects regarding the occurrence and processes of fake news during
a pandemic: Initially, fake news emerged concerning the novel virus itself. Subsequently, fake news about preventive measures
arose. Fake news disguised as "announcements" from public institutions continued to emerge. Fake news primarily spread
through videos on the internet, rapidly disseminating in close friend circles. In terms of chronology, fake news first emerged from
Wauhan and then spread to Shanghai and other cities. While fake news about affected cities was expected to appear, those on
prevention methods related to daily activities—such as drinking and eating—arose when the infection proliferated. Delayed
responses may lead to a significant increase in fake news related to announcements from institutions. This suggests that citizens
are eager for information from government and local authorities, emphasizing promptness and transparency in the information
released by public institutions.
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