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[Abstract]

Diverse corporate activities, the source of innovation, have increasingly become concentrated in urban areas,
creating disparities and divisions between urban and rural areas. To bring innovation to a region, it is necessary
to have external forces that provide "ideas" from outside the region. Previous studies have suggested that the key
to fostering innovation and solving social problems through entrepreneurship and business creation is building
human networks. However, they have not yet clarified methods for enhancing the cohesion of these human
networks. In the previous study, the first author and their colleagues demonstrated the process of cohesion in
entrepreneurial networks in both urban and rural areas all working forwards the common objective of solving
social problems. This study aims to further strengthen this view of the cohesion process by examining it with
additional examples. It examines the issue using the PBL case study within the entrepreneurship development
program. The findings indicate that intra-regional networks consolidate due to changes in their quality,
particularly through the verbalization of solutions to social problems. Furthermore, broadening common
objectives fosters the growth of inter-regional networks.
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