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[Abstract] As for the ideological foundations of modernization, societies are underpinned by two distinct
social ideologies; on one hand, there is “Modernism,” which is closely associated with capitalist market
economy and pluralistic parliamentary democracy; on the other hand, there is “ Marxism-Leninism,” which
is linked to socialism, planned economy, and people’s democracy. This paper aims to comprehend Marxism
studies in modernization process in Japan and provide a chronological account of their transformations. To
this end, in the first section, I will examine the positions of Marxism as subjects of social thoughts or
philosophical inquiries in Japanese academia along with its theoretical variations. Subsequently, in the
second section, I will investigate the relationship between the changing landscape of post-war Japanese
society and Marxism. The ideological confrontations between socialism and capitalism, which became
prominent worldwide at the early decades of the previous century, also gave rise to a field of philosophical
studies on ideology itself as a form of social knowledge. In the third section, I contemplate this strand of
social thoughts that center on ideology itself, specifically focusing on Karl Mannheim’s sociology of
knowledge. According to the hypothesis of this paper, the transformations within the Japanese Marxism
discussed in the second section serve as a concrete example of Mannheim’s theory of sociology of
knowledge as described in the third section.
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