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Analysis of Fake News Disseminated During the COVID-19 Pandemic in China:
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[Abstract]

This study classified and analyzed fake news related to the COVID-19 pandemic in China. It targeted 751 pieces that
were deemed fake news by the fact-checking function of the Chinese social media platform WeChat, from January 1, 2020 to
June 30, 2022. The period was subdivided into Period 1, including the spread of infection in Wuhan (January 1, 2020-September
30, 2020), and Period 2, including the spread of infection in Shanghai (October 1, 2020-June 30, 2022). The purpose of this
research is twofold. First, to classify 751 cases of fake news using the KJ method, create a relational diagram, and reveal the
overall characteristics (Study 1). Second, to create relational diagrams for Period 1 and Period 2, compare them, and reveal the
differences (Study 2). The two points revealed by Research 1 are: (D Fake news about COVID-19 can be classified into two
categories: "medical public health" and "social behavior.” (2) Among the fake news, it was found that "infection prevention and
treatment” was the most common, followed by "public notifications." The following were discovered by Study 2: During the
transition from Period 1 to Period 2, the small group "Overseas Travelers and Returnees" disappeared and "suspected fraud"
appeared. In addition, there was a significant change in the ranking of fake news from Period 1 to Period 2. "Infection prevention
and treatment," which was ranked first in Period 1, fell to third place. Meanwhile, "social news" rose from third to first place.
Fake news related to "public notifications" ranked second in both Period 1 and 2, maintaining a consistently high position.
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