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[ Abstract]

This research aims to investigate whether the communication in social media among politicians and citizens leads to the group
polarisation. Amendment of Public Election Act in May 2013 enabled us to use the internet during their election campaigns.
Can this cause good outcomes for democracy? By using Japanese diet members' usage of twitter as a case study, this paper
investigated the access of information among citizens who were formerly not interested in those politicians. This article found
out that the politicians who did not make use of the media characteristics of Twitter caused the group polarisation. On the other
hand, politicians who make the most of Twitter's characteristics did not create such polarisation.
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Can communication among politicians and citizens cause the group polarization?

A Case Study of Communication Patterns in Twitter adopted by Japanese National Diet Members
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