BRI EFE R Vol9 Nod HBEHRX BURINZ o B2 LG - LB
Political Pluralism and Deliberation: Concept ant Thought

BURRIZ R R - S R

Political Pluralism and Deliberation: Concept ant Thought

[LINFESE/Yasuhide YAMANOUCHT
ZEER PG B

[Abstract]

This paper extends C. Sunstein’s concept of deliberation and applies it to Japanese political scene. Sunstein elaborated the
concept of deliberation as one of four historical pillars of republicanism in his 1988 paper. The republican concepts were
important for him because they offer handholds to overcome the shortcomings of political pluralism, which has been not only
the mainstream political theory today but also offering relatively precise depictions of political reality. Japanese political situation
became more pluralistic after the introduction of electoral system of single-seat constituency and party-list proportional
representation. The regime change by the Democratic Party in 2006 further promoted the liquidization of political bases. This
paper analyzes critically from the liberalism’s point of view whether the public virtue and common-wealth concepts in
republicanism are useful or not to redress the utilitarian tendencies of pluralistic decision-making cycle in Japanese political
process. The concept of republicanism originated from the works of historian J.G.A Pocock who studied the English political
philosophers in 16" and 17 century. The concept of republicanism is surveyed, therefore, from the understanding of the
historical development of social thoughts. This paper concludes that it became important for every statesman and political party
to fill the gap in the contradictory characters between parliamentary election and political decision making, for the former and
the latter require different behavioral patterns as pluralism and social liquidization proceed. Deliberation should be useful for
Japanese political system because it was developed basically to fill this gap in Western republican traditions.
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