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[ Abstract]

This paper, based on a review of discussions about, and history of, network neutrality policy in the U.S., suggests that there is a
role for multi-stakeholder process to play in resolving questions and disputes regarding network neutrality. The FCC’s approach
prior to the Genachowski’s chairmanship is characterized by emphasis on ex-post intervention, and there are inefficiencies
associated with the uncertainty it creates, including the room for jurisdictional disputes and lack of clear guidelines. Some recent
academic, industry, and government proposals call for active use of expertise residing in the private sector through
co-regulatory mechanism. Effectiveness of such approach is shown in comparison to other approaches such as more
conventional rulemaking by the FCC, ex post adjudication by the FCC, and enforcement only through anti-trust authorities.
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