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[ Abstract]

Japanese ODA has been criticized, based not on empirical evidence but on general impressions, as Japanese ODA is not widely
known in the world compared to its scale. Togawa and Tomomatsu (2009) conducted a case study on Vietnam to establish the
method of objectively evaluating how Japanese ODA is perceived in developing countries, by using the emerging concept of
reputation as is used in business administration and mass-communication. In the result, we could objectively assess the
reputation of Japanese ODA in Viemnam News, 2005-2007, by measuring and comparing the reputation index value of the five
world largest ODA donor countries, USA, France, Japan, Germany, and UK. To demonstrate the effectiveness of the method
and get more implications for Japanese ODA, we examined the reputation of the five world largest ODA donor countries in
Pakistan and Kenya by analyzing internet English newspapers, Dawn and Daily Nation, 2007, respectively. We compared the
five donor countries’ reputations in 2007 in newspaper reports of Vietnam, Pakistan and Kenya. In consequence, we found
that the levels of perception bore a close relationship to the donor countries’ scale of assistance, foreign and development aid
policies, public-relation strategy, aid implementation system, the recipient countries’ legal and administrative controls on the
press. Based on the result, we proposed a model that explains the mechanism of reputation, focusing on Japanese ODA.
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