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Abstract

The aim of this paper is to describe 1. how media, especially mobile phones, have been utilized in child-
rearing practices, and 2. how the process of adoption influences the placement of techno-socia network-
ing, the construction of family relationships and home environment, and the identity acquisition of actors
who are related to the child-rearing practices. Furthermore 3. by incorporating the result of this study, this
paper will reconsider the model of media consumption among family members and the home environ-
ment.

In order to get coherent and precise contextual data embedded in the day to day domestic family relation-
ships, data has been collected by using in-depth ethnographic methods such as semi-structured interviews,
communication diaries and field observations in the informants’ homes.

As a result, the following two observations are examined. 1. The parent’s personal social network con-
structed by mobile phone communication plays an important role in the acquisition of parental identity
during the child-rearing period. 2. the Cultural/historical background of one parent’s personal social net-
work constructed by mobile phone communication reduces the accessibility of the other parent into the
child-rearing practice.

Child-rearing is a practice that goes beyond the ready-maid family relationship or home environment.
With this point of view, in mind, this paper hopes to introduce the concept of “community of practice”
into the model of media consumption among family members and home environments.
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